Chapter-7 PACKING
WORD-MEANINGS
[PAGE 82] : Trip = short journey impressed = told with emphasis,  entirely completely uncanny = strange, cocked = raised intended = desired, boss (verb) = to supervise, potter = move about aimlessly
[PAGE 83] : Irritate  =make angry, loll = sit or stand lazily, messiiti= creating confusion superintend = supervise, energetic = full of energy, strapped = tied with straps, wild = (here) very angry, haunt = come again and again, perspiration = sweat, hunt for = search for mortal= subject to death and decay, rummaged = searched thoroughly
[PAGE 84] : Chaos = confusion, disorder reigned = ruled slammed = shut pouch = a small bag, hampers = small boxes, evidently = clearly
[PAGE 85]: Piles = heaps pies= eating dishes, strawberry = a fruit, squashed=crushed,  trod =put foot on.
[PAGE 86] : Nervous = tense,scrape = remove, oath = vow extraordinary = uncommon,  mysterious = full of myster  indignantly = angrily, spinning = moving round, roared = shouted ambition = aim squirm = enter, come, nuisance = trouble, 
[PAGE 87] : Stumble = fall over, steadily = continuously accomplishing = fulfilling  conceit = pride, damp =wet, reflection =thought,  hamper = basket,
[PAGE 88] : Comfort = ease tossed = drew lots, row = quarrel tumble = fall 
TEXTUAL QUESTIONS
I. Answer the following(30-40 words.)

1. How many characters are there in the narrative? Name them. (Don’t forget the dog!).
 Ans. There are four characters in the narrative. The three characters are of three young men named  Jerome K. Jerome, George and Harris. The fourth character is a dog. His name is Montmorency
 2Why did the narrator (Jerome) volunteer to do the packing
Ans. The narrator considered himself very expert in packing. Packing gave him pleasure. But he did not want to do this job himself, He just wanted to superintend this job. He wanted that George and Harris would pack and he would boss over them
3. How did George and Harris react to this? Did Jerome like their reaction?
Ans. The author offered to pack things. His friends, George and Harris at once agreed to his suggestion. They sat and relaxed. The author had not intended this. He was unhappy with himself for having offered to pack. He had thought that Harris and George would pack and he would boss over them.
 4. What was Jerome’s real intention when he offered to pack?
Ans. When Jerome offered to pack, his real intention was not to do the work himself but get it to be done by George and Harris. He just wished to superintend the job of packing
5. What did Harris say after the bag was shut and strapped? Why do you think he waited till then to ask?
Ans. The author was able to complete the packing at 10.05 p.m. When he had shut and strapped the bag. Harris asked him if he was not going to pack his boots in the bag. He had seen it earlier that the author had not packed his boots but he did not tell him because he was enjoying the author’s expertness in packing.
6. What ‘horrible idea’ occurred to Jerome a little later?
Ans. The author packed and strapped the bag. Then an idea came to him whether he had packed his tooth-brush in it or not. He opened his bag and took out everything one by one. He shook everything a number of. times, but did not find his toothbrush. He found the toothbrushes of George and Harris, but not his own. At last, he found his toothbrush inside a boot.
7. Where did Jerome finally find the toothbrush?
Ans. Jerome thought that perhaps he had forgotten to pack his toothbrush. He unpacked the bag. He did not find his toothbrush anywhere. Finally, he found it inside his boot.
8. Why did Jerome have to reopen the packed bag?
Ans. The author packed and strapped the bag. But he had forgotten to pack his boots. So he unpacked it and put his boots in. Then he thought that perhaps he had forgotten to pack in his toothbrush. So he unpacked the bag the second time. He took out everything and searched for his toothbrush. After he had packed the bag again, he remembered that he had packed his tobacco pouch in it. So he had to reopen the packed bag.
 9. What did George and Harris offer to pack and why?
Ans. George and Harris offered to pack the hampers. They made this offer because they were not satisfied with the packing done by the author. 
10. What does Jerome say was Montmorency’s ambition in life? What do you think of Montmorency and why?
Ans. Montmorency was the author and his friends’ dog. the lie was very naughty. Jerome said that his most MT 0 important ambition was to get in the way of other people and to make them tumble over him. In this narrative piece, he does the same thing in the process of packing and makes everything distributed.
II. Answer the following in two or three paragraphs (100-150 words.)
1) Of the three, Jerome, George and Harris, who do you think is the best or worst packer? Support your answer with details from the text.
Ans. All the three, Jerome, George and Harris, are the worst packers. Hut out of these three Jerome can be considered a better packer than the rest of two. He packs the bag. He takes a lot of time in completing this job. He has to reopen the bag three times because of his forgetful nature. But he does not make any harm to the things by breaking and smashing them. On the other hand, George and Harris are the worst packers. They start packing the hampers. They perform their job totally in disorder. lie make a lot of harm to the things. They start by breaking a cup. Harris packs strawberry jam on top of a tomato and squashes it. They put things and cannot find them when they are needed. George puts his boot on butter. It sticks to the sole of his shoes. They scrape it and put on a chair. Harris sits on that chair and it sticks to his back. In this way, they create a lot of chaos in packing.
(2) How did Montmorency ‘contibute’ to the packing?
Ans. Montmorency was the author and his friends’ dog. He was a very naughty dog. According to the author, his most important aim in life was to get in the way of other people and to make them tumble Over. While George and I lard were packing the hampers, they had already made a lot of chaos by breaking smashing up the things. Now Montmorency came and sat on the things to be packed. He put his leg into the \,n. He thoughts lemons were rats. He got into a hamper and spoiled three lemons.
(3) Do you find this story funny? What are the humorous elements in it? (Pick out at least three, think about what happens, as well as how it is described?)
Ans. This is a humorous story. Three friends decide to go on a trip. The night before the start of the journey, they decide to pack the things. The humour lies in the difference between what they say and what they do. Each of them boasts of being an expert in packing. First of all, the author offers to pack things. He forgets to pack things. He packs and unpacks a number of times. He finishes at 10.30. But George and Harris are not satisfied with his packing. They start packing again. But they create complete chaos. They break cups and plates. They put strawberry jam on the tomato and squash it. George treads on the butter and it sticks to his slipper. They scrape it off with a knife and put it on the chair. Then Harris sits on it and it sticks to his back. They search all over the room for the butter. Their dog, Montmorency adds to their confusion. He put his leg into the jam. He thinks the lemons are mice and chases them. In this way, the story is very humorous.
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There

 

are

 

four

 

characters

 

in

 

the

 

narrative.

 

The

 

three

 

characters

 

are

 

of

 

three

 

young

 

men

 

named

 

 

Jerome

 

K.

 

Jerome,

 

George

 

and

 

Harris.

 

The

 

fourth

 

character

 

is

 

a

 

dog.

 

His

 

name

 

is

 

Montmorency

 

 

2Why

 

did

 

the

 

narrator

 

(Jerome)

 

volunteer

 

to

 

do

 

the

 

packing

 

Ans.

 

The

 

narrator

 

considered

 

himself

 

very

 

expert

 

in

 

packing.

 

Packing

 

gave

 

him

 

pleasure.

 

But

 

he

 

d

id

 

not

 

want

 

to

 

do

 

this

 

job

 

himself,

 

He

 

just

 

wanted

 

to

 

superintend

 

this
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wanted

 

that

 

George

 

and

 

Harris
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pack
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3.

 

How

 

did

 

George

 

and

 

Harris

 

react

 

to

 

this?

 

Did

 

Jerome

 

like

 

their

 

reaction?

 

Ans.

 

The

 

author

 

offered

 

to

 

pack

 

things.

 

His

 

friends,

 

George

 

and

 

Harris

 

at

 

once

 

agreed

 

to

 

his

 

suggestion.

 

They

 

sat

 

and

 

relaxed.

 

The

 

author

 

had

 

not

 

intended

 

this.

 

He

 

was

 

unhappy

 

with

 

himself

 

for

 

having

 

offered

 

to

 

pack.

 

He

 

had

 

thought

 

that

 

Harris

 

and

 

George

 

would

 

pack

 

and

 

he

 

would

 

boss

 

over

 

them.

 

 

4.

 

What

 

was

 

Jerome’s

 

real

 

intention

 

when

 

he

 

offered

 

to

 

pack?

 

Ans

.

 

When

 

Jerome

 

offered

 

to

 

pack,

 

his

 

real

 

intention

 

was

 

not

 

to

 

do

 

the

 

work

 

himself

 

but

 

get

 

it

 

to

 

be

 

done

 

by

 

George

 

and

 

Harris.

 

He

 

just

 

wished

 

to

 

superintend

 

the

 

job

 

of

 

packing
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did
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say

 

after

 

the
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shut

 

and

 

strapped?
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do

 

you

 

think

 

he

 

waited

 

till

 

then

 

to

 

ask?

 

Ans.

 

The

 

author

 

was

 

able

 

to

 

complete

 

the

 

packing

 

at

 

10.05

 

p.m.

 

When

 

he

 

had

 

shut

 

and

 

strapped

 

the

 

bag.
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asked

 

him

 

if

 

he

 

was

 

not

 

going

 

to

 

pack

 

his

 

boots

 

in

 

the

 

bag.
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had

 

seen

 

it
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that
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author

 

had

 

not
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did

 

not
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because
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was

 

enjoying
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author’s

 

expertness

 

in

 

packing.
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occurred

 

to

 

Jerome

 

a

 

little
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